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Growing Strength of ImmigrantsGrowing Strength of Immigrants
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
Minnesota was home to 340,657 immigrants Minnesota was home to 340,657 immigrants 
in 2008in 2008, which is nearly the populaƟ on of St. 
Louis, Missouri and;

44.5% of immigrants (or 151,485 people) in 44.5% of immigrants (or 151,485 people) in 
Minnesota were naturalized U.S. ciƟ zens Minnesota were naturalized U.S. ciƟ zens in 
2008 - meaning that they are eligible to vote. 

Roughly 1 in 13 Minnesotans are Roughly 1 in 13 Minnesotans are 
LaƟ no or AsianLaƟ no or Asian

The LaƟ no share of Minnesota’s populaƟ onLaƟ no share of Minnesota’s populaƟ on 
grew from 2.9% in 2000, to 4.1% (or 214,036 
people) in 2008 according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  

The Asian share of the populaƟ onAsian share of the populaƟ on grew from 
2.9% in 2000, to 3.5% (or 182,714 people) in 
2008, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Minnesota’s Asian and LaƟ no populaƟ on Minnesota’s Asian and LaƟ no populaƟ on 
is esƟ mated to reach 943,000 by 2035is esƟ mated to reach 943,000 by 2035 
according to the Minnesota Department 
of AdministraƟ on, Offi  ce of the State 
Demographer. 

The Will to Work: ImmigraƟ on and The Will to Work: ImmigraƟ on and 
Minnesota’s WorkforceMinnesota’s Workforce

In the Twin CiƟ es metro area, 138 immigrant-138 immigrant-
owned businessesowned businesses created 386 new jobs386 new jobs 
and spent $5.6 million on payroll, rent, and spent $5.6 million on payroll, rent, and 
suppliessupplies in 2002, according to a study from the 
University of Minnesota.

Immigrants comprised 7.5% of Minnesota’s 7.5% of Minnesota’s 
workforceworkforce in 2008 (or 224,273 workers), 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Deep Impact: ImmigraƟ on and Deep Impact: ImmigraƟ on and 
Minnesota’s Economy Minnesota’s Economy 

The 2009 purchasing power of Minnesota’s The 2009 purchasing power of Minnesota’s 
Asians totaled $5.4 billion and the LaƟ no Asians totaled $5.4 billion and the LaƟ no 
buying power totaled $4.8 billionbuying power totaled $4.8 billion according to 
the Selig Center for Economic Growth at the 
University of Georgia.

According to a 2004 report by the Minneapolis 
FoundaƟ on:

More than 1,000 Mexican-American 1,000 Mexican-American 
businessesbusinesses operated in Minnesota, 
generaƟ ng an esƟ mated $200 million in generaƟ ng an esƟ mated $200 million in 
sales.sales.

Minnesota was home to 60,000 Hmong,60,000 Hmong, 
whose businesses generated an esƟ mated generated an esƟ mated 
$100 million in revenue.$100 million in revenue.

Minnesota is home to the country’s largest 
Somali populaƟ on, which numbered 
roughly 15,000 people15,000 people as of 2002. Somalis 
in Minnesota accounted for $164 million in $164 million in 
buying power and owned 600 businessesbuying power and owned 600 businesses as 
of 2006 according to the ImmigraƟ on Policy 
Center.

Informa  on and data is provided by the Immigra  on Policy Center - New Americans in the North Star 
State, and the Minnesota State Demographic Center.

BE HEALTHY.   BE SAFE.   BE READY.

About ECHOAbout ECHO
The mission of ECHO is to leverage 
partnerships to deliver vital health, safety, 
emergency and civic engagement informaƟ on 
to help the ever-changing, diverse populaƟ on 
integrate and become successful in our 
communiƟ es. 

www.echominnesota.org
651.789.4342
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